
CENTRAL VALLEY TOWN 
BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2005-008 
Amended May 2016 

An Ordinance Repealing any former Business License Ordinances and Enacting a Business 
License Fee Structure and Schedule Consistent with State Law 

WHEREAS, the state legislature, in its 1997 General Session, passed House Bill 98 to 
modify the manner in which cities and towns impose and collect business license fees; 

WHEREAS, to comply with the provisions of the new law, Central Valley Town has evaluated 
the cost of regulating various businesses within the community, and has determined an 
average cost of business regulation; 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Central Valley Town Council to adopt a business license fee 
schedule, consistent with state law, that provides the Town of Central Valley full cost 
recovery in licensing its businesses; 

Now, therefore, be it enacted by the Central Valley Town Council as follows: 

Section 1- DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of this ordinance, the following words and 
phrases shall have the following meanings: 

Business. Any enterprise carried on for the purpose of gain or economic profit, except the 
acts of employees rendering services for employers do not constitute a separate business. 

Contractor. Any person who, for a fixed sum, price, fee, percentage or other compensation, 
other than wages, undertakes with another to improve any building, highway, road, railroad, 
excavation or other structure, project development or improvement of any kind, other than to 
their own personal property for personal use. This shall not include anyone who merely 
furnished materials or supplies to the contractor. 

Home Occupation. Any activity conducted entirely within the dwelling unit which is clearly 
incidental and secondary to the residential use of the building. A home occupation shall 
employ no one except members of the family who are residing in the dwelling and shall not 
physically change the building to the extent that it would alter the residential character of the 
building or the residential atmosphere of the local neighborhood. 

License. A certificate or document issued by the town evidencing permission or authority of 
its named holder to carry on a particular business. 

Licensee. The person to whom a license has been issued pursuant to the provisions of the 
chapter. 

Person. Any individual, receiver, assignee, trustee in bankruptcy, trust, estate, firm, 
partnership, joint venture, club, company, business trust, corporation, association, society or 
other group of individuals acting as a unit, whether mutual, cooperative, fraternal, non-profit, 
or otherwise. 



Place of Business. A location from which the licensee engages in business. A person's 
home shall be deemed the place of business if no formal offices are maintained. 

Solicitor. Any person selling, offering for sale or taking orders for merchandise door to door 
within the town. Merchandise shall include goods, food, wares, photographs, subscriptions of 
any kind of publication, tickets, coupons or receipts representing value. The term "solicitor" 
includes, but is not limited to, photographers, sellers of magazines, cosmetics, home care 
products, etc., and any other person engaged in direct sales, but obtains orders for or sells 
goods solely for resale. 

Temporary Business. A business whose presence or services are provided on a non-
continuous basis and of a nature likely to be established or provided in the town in future 
years. Temporary businesses shall include, by way of example, professionals whose primary 
place of business is located outside of the town while providing services on a periodic basis 
within the town, seasonal businesses, such as fruit and vegetable stands and boutiques 
selling locally handcrafted items and the like. 

Transient Business. A business who sells at wholesale or retail commercially 
manufactured goods and whose methods of operation are such that its operations in the town 
are likely to be on a one time basis only. Transient businesses shall include solicitors. 

Section 2- UNLAWFUL TO OPERATE WITHOUT A LICENSE. 

Unless exempted by state, federal or local law, it shall be unlawful for any person to engage 
in business within the town of Central Valley, whether on a temporary or permanent basis, 
without first procuring the license required by this chapter. All licenses issued under the 
provisions of this Title are non-transferable and expire on December 31st of each year. 

Section 3 - LICENSE APPLICATION 

Applications for business licenses shall be made in writing, on the proper form, to the 
mayor, or his or her designee. Each application shall state the name of the applicant, the 
location of the business, if any, the fee to be paid, the name and address of the business 
agent residing in the Town who is authorized to receive service of process and any 
communication regarding the applicant's license, state sales tax reporting number, state 
contractor's license number, if applicable, and state real estate broker's license number, if 
applicable, or other state professional licenses, if applicable, and shall contain such additional 
information as may be needed for the purpose of issuing the license. Any change in the 
above information furnished by the applicant shall be forwarded in writing, within ten (10) 
days of the change, to the mayor, or his or her designee. 

Home Occupation-Conditional Use Business Licenses. In addition to complying with the 
licensing requirements of this ordinance, any person engaging in a home occupation shall 
comply with the requirements in the Land Use Management and Development Code of 
Central Valley Town. 
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